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September 8, 2009

Catherine Bohan

EIS Document Manager

West Valley Demonstration Project
US Department of Energy

PO Box 2368

Germantown, MD 20874

Re: Draft Decommissioning and /or Long —Term Stewardship EIS Comments



Dear Ms. Bohan,

The final cleanup plan for the West Valley nuclear waste site is an extremely important
issue which will have a major impact on the future of the Great Lakes and New York's
environment, drinking water supplies, public health and economic vitality for tens of
thousands of years. Four options are presented in the Draft Environmental Impact
Statement for the West Valley site: 1) Sitewide Removal; 2) Sitewide Close-In Place; 3)
Phased Decision Making; and 4) No Action. The agencies' preferred alternative, Phased
Decision-Making, fails to satisfy the requirements of NEPA, as it is a nhon-decision which
therefore unnecessarily postpones the cleanup decision for nearly 99% of the site's
radioactivity for up to 30 more years.

We strongly recommend that the Department of Energy (DOE) and NYS Energy
Research & Development Authority (NYSERDA) select the Sitewide Removal
Alternative. This is the only alternative that provides a comprehensive cleanup of the
site through excavation of the large inventories of radioactive wastes in the burial
grounds. Sitewide Removal also provides the safest solution by ultimately removing
radioactive waste from an unstable site with serious erosion problems. This approach
prevents catastrophic releases which could cause severe damage to communities,
drinking water supplies and Lakes Erie and Ontario and the St. Lawrence Seaway.

The Sitewide Removal approach also is the most cost-effective. The state-funded study,
The Real Costs of Cleaning Up Nuclear Waste: A Full Cost Accounting of Cleanup
Options for the West Valley Nuclear Waste Site (FCA Study) found that leaving buried
waste on site is both high risk and expensive while a waste excavation cleanup
presents the least risk to a large population and the lowest cost. Over 1000 years,
waste excavation costs $9.9 billion while onsite buried waste costs $13 billion to $27
billion or more if a catastrophic release occurred.

We oppose the options which would leave radioactive waste buried on the site,
including the preferred Phased Decision Making Alternative. The Phased Decision
Making in Phase 1 would demolish the process building in order to excavate the
suspected source of the radioactive strontium plume, remove a portion of the strontium
plume, clean up the lagoons and install barriers in an attempt to control groundwater
contamination. All of this cleanup work would address only 1.2% of the total radioactivity
on the site. Decisions on a majority of the waste, or almost 99% of the radioactivity
would be put off for up to 30 years and addressed in a vaguely described Phase 2 with
no defined public process as required by NEPA (National Environmental Policy Act).
Wastes left buried on site includes high-level radioactive waste tanks and sludge and
the two burial grounds with enormous amounts of long-lasting radioactive waste. Given
the decades of study of this site, and the 14 year delay on the DEIS, the Phased
Decision Making approach is an unacceptable and unnecessary delay.

In addition, this Alternative not only fails to tell us about key elements of Phase I, such
as the type of data collection, but it is unclear about what future actions would be done
in Phase 2. As such this DEIS is not in compliance with both the State Environmental



Quality Review Act (SEQRA) and the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA).
Specifically, the DEIS does not fully assess the environmental impacts of a specific
cleanup method because there is no decision on whether to even do a cleanup. Future
decisions on the remaining 99% of the cleanup could be made by the agencies with no
public input. No monitoring and maintenance of on-site facilities during the 30 year
period is described. The Phased Decision Making does not commit to a full cleanup and
is incomplete, thus the DEIS is incomplete.

Among the problems with leaving wastes buried onsite at West Valley is that it does not
protect the environment due to serious erosion problems, and it poses a significant risk
to residents if controls fail and waste pollutes nearby drinking water. Erosion is an
especially powerful and fast moving force at the West Valley site as it sits on a
geologically young landscape which is undergoing a relatively rapid rate of erosion.
Michael P. Wilson, Ph.D., SUNY Fredonia Professor of Geosciences found in the FCA
study that, "Nuclear wastes, radioactive for tens of thousands of years, will be
consumed by erosion and discharged downstream to Lakes Erie and Ontario in less
than 3,000 years and may be dangerously exposed in less than 200 or 300 years."

Another problem is that the potential environmental and health impacts of leaving an
estimated 99% of the radioactivity on site for another 30 years was not studied in the
DEIS. For instance, the high-level waste tanks, with 300,000 curies of radioactivity, are
nearing the end of their functional life (50 years) and any leaks could seriously pollute
the EPA-recognized sole source aquifer. Scientists found the site poses a significant
danger to people who live nearby, in Buffalo and along the shores of Lakes Erie and
Ontario, and if just 1% of radioactivity leaked from the site, Lake Erie water users would
be exposed to substantial radiation, causing hundreds of cancer deaths, and water
replacement would cost hundreds of millions of dollars. (FCA Study) The DEIS
underestimates such risks and was severely criticized by NYSERDA in the Forward to
the DEIS. NYSERDA stated that the DOE's environmental assessments are fatally
flawed and scientifically indefensible for analyzing impacts over the long term for
erosion, engineering controls and health impacts. The failure to adequately analyze the
long term impacts of buried waste biases the resulting cleanup decision.

Other problems include the fact that the DEIS ignores that the site must be maintained
into perpetuity if buried waste is left on site. In this case, perpetuity is not a dozen years,
or even two or three generations—the buried radioactive waste would have to be
monitored, tracked, and maintained in place for tens of thousands of years with
burdensome and expensive maintenance costs. The EIS failed to analyze long term
costs of monitoring and maintaining controls at the site for even 1,000 years and failed
to consider any impacts from climate change.

The site sits on top of a sole-source aquifer and has been plagued with problems, such
as radioactive contaminated groundwater. We strongly recommend that the Final
Environmental Impact Statement select the Sitewide Removal Alternative as it is the
only remedial approach that will protect the precious Great Lakes of Erie and Ontario.



We have a unique opportunity at West Valley. The state and federal governments can
take the long term cost effective approach and protect the Great Lakes by making the
decision now to exhume all of the waste before more of it leaks and causes irreversible
damage. Implementing a full cleanup decision will be challenging but now is the time to
make that choice and put our best resources toward protecting the water and Great
Lakes region. Thank you for considering our comments. We have enclosed a penny for
each group and individual with this letter to symbolize the fact that the proposed 1%
cleanup will not protect the Great Lakes, a priceless freshwater resource.

Please direct correspondence to Citizens’ Environmental Coalition, 33 Central Ave.,
Albany, NY 12210.

Sincerely,

Barbara Warren
Citizens' Environmental Coalition
Albany, New York

Anne Rabe
Center for Health, Environment & Justice
Albany, New York

Tony Ciarfello
Community Concerned About NL Industries
Colonie, New York

Ellen Connett and Paul Connett, PhD
Fluoride Action Network
Canton NY

Diane D'Arrigo
Nuclear Information & Resource Service
Washington, DC

Doug Bullock
Solidarity Committee of the Capital District
Albany, NY

Victoria B. Ross
Western NY Peace Center
Buffalo, NY



Raymond Turner Jr.
Seneca Nation of Indians
Salamanca, NY

Debra Hall
Hopewell Junction Citizens for Clean Water
Hopewell Junction NY

Wayne Bayer

Public Employees Federation/ Encon
Division 169

Albany, NY

Bob Ciesielski
Sierra Club Niagara Group
Niagara Falls, New York

Shirley Hamilton
Niagara Improvement Association
Niagara Falls, NY

Katherine Bourbeau
Finger Lakes Zero Waste Coalition
Geneva, New York

Dennis Walczyk
Catholic Charities of Buffalo
Buffalo, New York

Thomas Marks
Great Lakes Sport Fishing Council
Derby, NY

Sister Judith Elaine Salzman
Franciscan Sisters of St. Joseph
Hamburg, NY

Linda Ochs
Finger Lakes Citizens for the Environment
Waterloo, NY

Judy Braiman
Empire State Consumer Project
Rochester, New York 14618



Donald Weigel

Peace & Justice Committee
Immaculate Conception RC Church
East Aurora, NY

James Travers
Selkirk, Coeymans, Ravena Against Pollution
Ravena, NY

Lynn Jackson
Save the Pine Bush
Albany, NY

Gordon Edwards, PhD
Canadian Coalition for Nuclear Responsibility
Montreal, Quebec

Roger Cook
WNY Council on Occupational Safety & Health
Buffalo, NY

Michael J. Keegan
Coalition for a Nuclear-Free Great Lakes
Monroe, Ml

Sister Sharon Goodremote, FSSJ
Buffalo Diocese Care for Creation Committee
Buffalo, NY

Renato Sanges

Sandra Fonda

Rainbow Alliance for Clean Environment
Gloversville, NY

Rachel Heckl
Great Lakes United
Amherst, New York

John Amidon
Veterans For Peace, Chapter 10
Albany, NY

Cecilia Resti and Jerry Lotierzo
Peace Action of Central New York
Syracuse, New York



Laura Haight
NYPIRG
Albany, NY

Brian Smith
Citizens Campaign for the Environment
Buffalo, NY

Roger Downs
Sierra Club Atlantic Chapter
Albany, NY

Jim Riccio
Greenpeace
Washington DC

Jackson Morris
Environmental Advocates of New York
Albany, NY

Joanne Hameister
Coalition on West Valley Nuclear Wastes
Springville, NY

Kathy Fonte

Social Justice Ministry

Nativity of Blessed Virgin Mary Church
Williamsville, NY

Gloria McLaughlin
Social Justice Committee
St Joseph’s Roman Catholic Church

Judith M. Anderson
Environmental Action Group of Western NY
Buffalo, NY

Lois Ann Zendarski
Concerned Citizens of Cattaraugus County

Betsey Swan
The League of Women Voters of New York State

Irene Senn
Religious Coalition for the Great Lakes



Cheryl Mendoza
Freshwater Future
Petoskey, Mi

Sister Phyllis Tierney
Sisters of St. Joseph Global Environment Committee
Rochester, NY

Vincent Agnello
Niagara Watershed Alliance
Youngstown NY

Kevin Kamps
Beyond Nuclear
Takoma Park, MD

Alice Hirt
Don't Waste Michigan
Holland, Mi

Keith Gunter
Citizens Resistance at Fermi 2
Livonia, Ml

Individuals

Ronald J. Scrudato, Ph.D.

Rev. John R. Long, DD
Pastoral Associate at First Presbyterian Church
Buffalo, NY

Margaret Holland

Doctoral Candidate

Teachers College, Columbia Univ.
NYC, NY

Elinor Weiss
East Amherst, New York

Kathleen Duwe
Springville, NY

Amy Witryol
Lewiston, NY



Robin McClellan
Potsdam, NY

Arthur J. Giacalone
Attorney-at-Law
East Aurora, NY

Bob Sullivan
St. Pete, FL

Meryl Brott
Brighton, MA (formerly of E. Aurora, NY)

Judith Z Deck
Tonawanda, NY

Esther Bates
Kenmore, NY

Elaine Kellick
Tonawanda, NY

Linda Weiss
Williamsville, NY

cc. Nuclear Regulatory Commission, Rebecca Tadesse, Chief

Letters also to

Steven Chu

Secretary of Energy

U.S. Department of Energy
1000 Independence Ave., SW
Washington, DC 20585

Francis J. Murray, Jr.

President & CEO

New York State Energy Research and Development Authority
17 Columbia Circle

Albany, New York 12203-6399

Governor David A. Paterson
State Capitol
Albany, NY 12224
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